Installing and Using Your Web Server (Windows)
This document provides  instructions to and install and use the Windows version of your standalone Apache Web server on a portable USB drive or fixed drive.  Installing on a portable drive will allow you to use your Web server on any Windows computer by simply inserting the USB drive and starting the server.  
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Installation problems? Refer to the textbook Web site for the latest list of installation problems and how to resolve them:

http://www.mikeokane.com/textbooks/WebTech/support.php
INSTALLING YOUR WEB SERVER (WINDOWS)
You will install the free Lite (XAMPPLite) version of the XAMPP software. This provides the Apache Web server and PHP processor that you will use to run your Web applications. You will need about 250MB of file space (including space for your code development). Before you install, first insert a USB drive into any USB port.  Or, if you prefer, you can install on a fixed drive but then you will not be able to use the server on other computers. 
On your textbook CD, you will find a WINDOWS folder. Double click the file xampplite.exe that is located in this folder.  The WinRar self-extracting archive window will appear. Use the Browse option to choose your drive.  It is easiest if you install at the root your USB drive but you can install inside a folder if you prefer. The server will install in a folder named xammplite in the drive/folder location that you specify. 
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Now click Install and the server will be installed.  If you are installing on a USB drive, this may take some time because the server contains a large number of files. Don't worry if the process seems to slow down sometimes, some files are quite large. Be patient while all the files are extracted.  That's it – you have now installed your Web server!  If you installed at the root level of a USB drive you can skip the next page and move on to page 4 (“Starting and Stopping Your Web Server”). If you installed on a fixed drive or inside a folder on a USB drive, follow the instructions on the next page to configure your server for use.
Setup for a Fixed  Drive or in a Folder on your USB Drive

IMPORTANT:  you MAY NOT NEED to perform this step if you installed your Web server at the root of your portable USB drive!

If you installed on a fixed driveor inside a folder on your USB drive  you must run the setup utility to verify the path of your Web server installation. Your server wil not run until you compete this step.  
First  double-click the file named setup_xampp.bat . If you see this screen:
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Type y and proceed. You will see the following screen:
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Type n if you installed on a fixed drive or type y if you installed inside a folder on a USB drive. The server will be configured and you can now run your Web server. Follow the steps outlined in this handout to start, stop and exit your Web server. 
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STARTING AND STOPPING YOUR WEB SERVER 

Whenever you wish to use your Web server, you must start and stop it. You can do this easily using the xampp Control Panel. To start the Web server, navigate to the xampplite folder and double-click the file named xampp-control.exe:
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This will open your xampp Control Panel. Click the Start button to the right of Apache and the server will start. The word Running will appear and the Start button will change to Stop. 
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You now have an active standalone Web server running on your computer. You can use your Web server to run and test your Web applications, as described in Chapter 2 of your  textbook – see the section titled Using Your Web Server.
When you have finished worked and are ready to stop your Web server, first click the Stop button on your xampp Control Panel:
[image: image7.png]3 XAMPP Control Panel Application

XAMPP Contral Panel
(Apache Friends Edition)

Modules
Osve  Apache
Osve  mysal

O Filezila
Osve  Mercury
O-  Tomeat

=lalx]|
Shell
Setup
Port-Check

St i Explore
Start Admin scm
Start A Refresh
Start A Help
Start A Exit

Current Directory:
Status Check OR
Busy.

spache starced
Busy.

apache stoppea

(GHPE £or Windews Versien 1.7.3
[Windows 5.1 Build 2600 Platform 2 Service Pack 3

E:\xanpplite

e |





Wait until you see the message "Apache stopped" and the Stop button is redisplayed as a Start button. This may take a few seconds, be sure to wait! The server has now stopped. 

Although the Web server has been stopped, your xampp Control Panel is still running. You must now exit the Control Panel by clicking the Exit button. This will close your Control Panel.  PLEASE NOTE that BOTH of these steps are important: the Web server will continue to run if you exit the Control Center without first stopping the server, and you will not be able to safely remove your USB drive from the computer until you exit the xampp Control panel.
In Summary: 
Each time you wish to use your Apache Web server, remember that you must first open the xampp Control Panel and press the Start button to the right of "Apache". And to stop your Web server, click the Stop button, wait for the server to stop, and then click the Exit button to close the Control Panel. You can now remove your USB drive.
PROBLEMS USING YOUR WEB SERVER 

Most people experience no problems installing and using the Web server. If you do have a problem, first be sure that you have folowed the instruictions provided here.  If you continue to have problems, check the textbook Web site, which provides a downloadable document to assist with a number of problems. Connect to:

http://www.mikeokane.com/textbooks/WebTech/support.php
and refer to the Installation Problems document in the Windows section.
SKYPE

If you are using SKYPE, this will conflict with the Web server since Skype reserves port 80, the same port xammplite uses by default.  Skype does not actually need port 80 but will use it if it’s available. So if Skype is running BEFORE you start xampp you will get an error. But if you run Skype AFTER starting xamppp, both programs should run OK.  Alternatively you can tell Skype not to use Port 80, as follows.

Depending on your version of Skype. either:


(a) Go to File-> Options -> Connection or


(b) Go to Tools->Options->Connection

Now uncheck Use Port 80 as an alternative for incoming connections. You may need to restart Skype after doing this. You should now be able to run xamppp with no problem.

MACINTOSH USERS

Refer to the current version of the Macintosh installation document in the Macintosh section of the textbook Web site:

http://www.mikeokane.com/textbooks/WebTech/support.php
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